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Thoughts

La Rentrée

"God is pursuing
with omnipotent
passion a worldwide purpose of
gathering joyful
worshippers for
Himself from every
tribe and tongue
and people and
nation. He has an
inexhaustible enthusiasm for the
supremacy of His
name among the
nations. Therefore,
let us bring our
affections into line
with His, and, for
the sake of His
name, let us renounce the quest
for worldly comforts and join His
global purpose."
—John Piper

We thought ―La Rentrée‖ meant the beginning of the
school year, but it‘s much more than that. Since the
ENTIRE COUNTRY takes a vacation in August, La
Rentrée is the beginning of the work year, as entire
companies return to work after a summer shut-down.
It‘s also the beginning of outreaches and children‘s
ministry, swimming lessons and music rehearsals,
meeting old acquaintances and making new ones. It‘s
even a time for New Year‘s resolutions in France.
For us, it‘s dozens of new opportunities. We‘ve met
more neighbors this month than in any other.
Rebecca and Jeanne are making new friends in the
neighborhood choir and at swimming lessons, and
Jonathan reaches out to every two-year-old at the
playground, which makes it easy for me to talk to
that child‘s parents.
Our children are missionaries, and they open doors
for us to talk about our King. Jesus said, “In the
same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven.” Matthew 5:16. As we shine His light in the daily routine, surprisingly, God
opens hearts to us, and to His Word. Every day we are thankful for your prayers and
financial support that makes all this possible.

Ed & Kirsten Buck
edward@sendthefire.org
kirsten@sendthefire.org
850-325-0025 (rings in France)
www.sendthefire.org
Field Address:
94, rue Jaboulay
69007 Lyon
France

Thank you, Speed the Light, for our bicycles!

"If God's love is for anybody anywhere, it's for everybody everywhere." - Edward Lawlor

An Appointment
And A Milestone
When looking for a dishwasher, I spoke (in French, of
course) with a Muslim man. Bachir was minding the
shop that day for a friend of his who needed to run an
errand. He had many questions about Christianity,
especially the Trinity and the accuracy of the Bible.

World Champions of Misery
Here in France, the prevalence of somber
clothing and the absence of smiles often
makes one wonder if someone has died,
so funereal is the atmosphere. So, it comes
as no surprise to read that France is the
most depressed country in the world.

For two hours, I answered questions and told him
about God‘s plan of salvation. He was so astounded to
hear that it is possible to have a personal relationship with God, and
asked even more questions. (Muslims believe God is remote and aloof.)

―France was proclaimed ‗world champion
of misery‘ by its own press this week after
a report... rated the French as most likely
to suffer from clinical depression.‖1 French people also consume more
anti-depressants than any other country in the world.

Bachir and I keep in contact now with emails, and we‘re praying that this divine appointment will lead to him
knowing God personally, as we do.

We pray Job 33:6: then that person can pray to God and find favor
with him, they will see God’s face and shout for joy; he will restore them
to full well-being.

What a milestone in language learning – to be able to converse for two hours about what God has done for us.
Thank you for your faithfulness in praying for me to learn French!

How to support this ministry?
The faithful support of people and churches like you make our work
here possible.
To Give Online—Make a donation online by visiting our website
(www.sendthefire.org) and click the Give! button at the top of the page.
To Give by Mail—Mail your check payable to AGWM with our name and
account number on the memo line (BUCK-266656) to: AGWM, 1445 N.
Boonville Ave., Springfield, MO 65802
Automatic deduction—Download the form from our website, fill out your
information and mail it in.
Visit our support page (www.sendthefire.org/support) for more details on
giving to this ministry. All donations are tax-deductible.

Will you join us in praying for France, that salvation will transform this
nation, and that they will be filled with joy?

Please pray for Bachir, that he
will come to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Please pray that the hearts of
those we meet will be open to
the Word of God, and the
working of the Holy Spirit.
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http://www.france24.com/en/20110802-france-world-most-depressed-nation-who-study-researchheadlines-antidepressants

Word on the Street
Yesterday morning at the market square, I
spoke with many people, some whose hearts were
so hard and were very confused. One man was
astounded to find someone who believed in God. Pretty
discouraging! Just before the market started to shut down, I met
two ladies who were so hungry to hear about God. They had so
many questions, and
listened carefully to every
word I said. We prayed together,
right there on the street. Were those
two ladies the reason I was out witnessing
that day, or was it the man who was surprised to
meet someone who believes in God? Both. Some
people are harder to talk to than others, but God has a
plan for all of them. And for us, too – may we walk in
that plan!

I have just completed language
school. Please pray that my
fluency will continue to
improve.

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s
guidance as I work with the
internet radio station.

Thank you for praying for our
children—they are thriving
here, making friends and
growing in grace.

